
Literature Analysis & Composition / World Studies and Civics I
Course Syllabus

	Instructor
	Sean Doran

	Email
	dorans@issaquah.wednet.edu

	Phone
	(425) 837-7700

	Website
	seanddoran.wixsite.com/main

	Office
	2405


	Instructor
	Julie Anderson

	Email
	Andersonj2@issaquqah.wednet.edu

	Phone
	(425)837-7781

	Website
	andersonshs@weebly.com

	Office
	2410H



Dear Students and Parents:

Welcome!  We are excited to start the new school year with you as we begin our exploration of cultures and regions around the world.  Students at Skyline are emerging as members of their local, national, and global communities. Our class will collaborate to encourage curiosity, critical thinking, and communication skills as students explore the world’s cultures and become competent citizens. The themed units use the scope and sequence laid out by state and district curriculum guidelines. Each unit is designed around assessments developed to meet state standards and “essential questions.”  Readings that complement the learning/teaching from the social studies focus for said units are as follows:

	Reading Material
	Units of Study

	· The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 
· Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi
· Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe
· Bless Me, Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya
· Asian Lit/Poetry by various authors
· Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare
· Various articles, short stories, and other texts
	· Cultural Foundations
· American & Global Civics
· Early Civilizations
· Africa
· Latin America
· Asia




EXPECTATIONS
Being part of a learning community requires active participation—which is why small and large group discussion, collaborative projects, and presentations are required components of this course. Your learning is a direct result of your involvement. Ask questions, get involved, advocate for yourself, and learn from each other. 

During each class period, students will participate in a range of learning experiences including class discussion, group work, lecture/note taking, essay writing and revision, research projects, and individual presentations and assignments. 

Students will have daily opportunities to hone the five literacies necessary for cogent and concise communication: listening, thinking, speaking, reading, and writing.

MATERIALS

Students will need the following materials in class everyday:
							

· blue or black ink pens
· a three ring binder with notebook paper
· an assignment calendar or personal planner
· a separate composition notebook
· art supplies (markers, colored pencils, etc.)
· a USB drive
· highlighters
· notecards

PROCEDURES

Responsible Scholarship:  
1.  The curiosity, integrity, and cooperation of all students are important to the success of everyone in the class.  
2.  We will be concentrating on developing quality (not just quantity) in assignments. 
3.  We will teach and expect higher level thinking skills, such as analysis, synthesis, and evaluation.
[bookmark: _GoBack]4.  Plan ahead. Seek assistance when needed.  Anderson – 1st period prep, Doran – 4th period 


Respect:
Every person in the room will treat others, and will be treated, in a respectable manner.  In short, be respectful, and behave in a respectable manner.  For example, any language (specifically slurs) that comments on another’s (real or perceived) gender identity, sexual orientation, religion, race, etc. will NOT be tolerated.  If issues arise that affect a student’s work or the learning environment, that student should inform the teachers as soon as possible. 

Tardies: 
1.  You must be in your seat preparing for when we start class, following the daily directions on the screen/board. 
2.  Each time you are tardy to class you may lose points off of your participation grade.
3.  As per school policy, students more than 15 minutes tardy are absent.

Bathroom Use: 
1.  You must ask permission to go to the bathroom, but NOT during direct instruction. 
2.  You are responsible for what you miss while you’re gone. 
3. Please do not take advantage of this policy.

Homework / Late Work: 
1.  Regular homework helps prepare all students for class. 
2.  Homework is due at the beginning of class (HW can be due for SS in LA or vice versa), unless otherwise noted.
3.  Email homework in case of unexpected issues. Use clear, apologetic language to explain the situation. 
4.  No late homework will be accepted for full credit; check our websites daily to assure you are prepared.
5.  Printer/ technology issues are not an excuse for late work. 
6.  Keep all work until the end of the semester, so you have proof that you completed it and that the grade is accurate. 
7.  We reserve the right to keep any written assignment or quiz/test.
8.  If an assignment is due on TurnItIn.com, you must also bring a paper copy unless told otherwise. 

Attendance / Make-up Work:
1.  Regular attendance is extremely important, because in-class activities are essential aspects of the course.  
2.  If you have a pre-arranged absence, you must request assignments in advance and keep current with all aspects of the class. Students may be asked to submit long-term assignments (paper, project, etc.) before their absence. 
3.  Starting the day you return you have 1 day per day you were absent to complete your make-up work.
4.  Each assignment (test, homework, warm-up, etc.) that is due the day you have an unexcused absence (skip) is a 0%.
5.  It is your responsibility to immediately get the work, notes, and due dates you missed from the website or a peer and arrange a time with us to make up quizzes/tests.  

Communication: 
1.  E-mailing is the best way to get ahold of us.
2.  E-mail us before the due date for a helpful answer in time. 
3.  Use appropriate spelling/grammar and include a relevant subject, your name, and block.
4.  You will always get a response when you e-mail us…even if it is just “Thanks” or “Got it.” Keep in mind an email sent in the evening may not get a response until the next day. If you do not receive a response, assume we did not receive your email.

Technology Information:
1.  Access teacher websites to confirm homework and access assignments and online resources.
2.  Documents from our websites are expected to be accessed and printed at home from teacher websites.
3.  Utilize the Skyline library website, turnitin.com, and various research databases throughout year.
4.  Utilize Family Access regularly, but not every day, to check your grades.
5.  Type, print, and electronically submit documents outside of class time.
6.  Per school policy, you are allowed to print up to 30 pages per month from a school computer.

Electronic Devices: 
You may NOT use cell phones, iPods/music players, or pretty much anything else with an on/off switch (aside from computers when necessary) in class.  They should be turned off and put away.  If you use any such devices during class, we reserve the option to confiscate them and hold them for the remainder of the day. In the case of repeated instances, we will confiscate them, turn them into the office, you will receive a detention and your parents will be called. In the case of continued problems, we will refer you to the administration. 



Participation: 
This is a large, interactive class. For everyone to be successful, we need conversation and behavior to be organized and appropriate. You’ll be expected to show engagement by completing certain assignments, listening respectfully to others, and contributing your unique ideas to the discussion. 
1.  Each student can earn participation points by…
	a. Completing activities daily
b. Participating in group activities. Besides raising your Participation grade, this will enhance your learning, which will raise your Culminating and Process grades.
2.  Each student can lose participation points for …
	a. Not participating in class discussions 
b. An unexcused tardy
c. Being unprepared 
d. Incomplete activities 
e. Disruptive behavior

Academic Honesty: 
Academic integrity speaks to a student’s commitment and responsibility to pursue scholarship openly and honestly.  It respects the concept that learning is the primary purpose of education, secondary to grades and credits.    
Academic Dishonesty is defined as any action or attended action that may result in creating an unfair academic advantage for oneself or an unfair academic advantage or disadvantage for any other student.
A student shall not attempt to earn credit or receive a grade for coursework (tests, quizzes, assignments, discs, projects, essays) in a manner other than defined as acceptable by each instructor.   
Academic Integrity violations are tracked throughout a student’s entire high school career (grades 9 – 12).  Academic Integrity violations include, but are not limited to:
· Plagiarizing or submitting any part of another person’s work as representing ones’ own scholarship
· Distribution/sharing of class assignments or test information in either written or verbal form to another student without teacher permission 
· Unauthorized Collaboration – working with others without the specific permission of the instructor on assignments that will be submitted for an individual’s grade.   This applies to in-class or take-home assignments/homework, projects, tests, or labs.
· Collusion – supporting the lack of integrity/honesty by another student, as in allowing one’s work to be copied or submitted for assessment by another.  Collusion also includes the use or sharing of identical or highly similar passages of one’s own work, or the work of another, unless specifically authorized by the teacher.  
· Technology Malpractice – any misuse or abuse of private or public technology in relation to grades or in acquiring an academic advantage, including infractions of the school technology user agreement, language translation websites, cell phone messaging or picture transmission.   


(Grading policy explained on next page)



















Grading: 
1.  Grades can be viewed online through Family Access. On average, they will be updated bi-weekly. 
2.  It is your responsibility to check your grades regularly for accuracy and appropriately address any concerns.  
3.  Because of the new teacher evaluation system, some student work may be used as evidence and not returned. In these cases, you are welcome to arrange a time with us to discuss your work.
4.  As per department policy, grades will NOT be rounded.
5.  Skyline’s Humanities Department is committed to team teaching and interdisciplinary work and study. It is our goal to integrate the two subjects—Social Studies and Language Arts—to create a deeper, more critical and balanced learning experience for your student in the social sciences. We understand that learning does not exist in the vacuum of specific subjects and believe that the best learning environment is one in which students and teachers bring diverse ideas, disciplines, and perspectives to enrich students’ understanding and the classroom experience as a whole. As such, the Skyline Humanities Department tries to integrate its curriculum as much as possible in both the block and split-block model of instruction. The result is that to get an accurate understanding of your student’s work and progress in both our classes, some assignments demonstrate learning in both subjects and consequently belong in both grade books on Family Access. The number of points entered in the two grade books might be different, depending on the discipline in which the assignment was the focus, as this would best reflect the student’s progress in each discipline. Teachers generally try to inform students when this will occur, and if there are any questions about a particular assignment students are encouraged to inquire. With this method, we believe both teachers and parents will be best able to track students’ progress and best understand their strengths and areas for growth.


Categories:
	Culminating (tests & projects)	              30%     
Writing (essays)				20%
Process (homework, some quizzes)  	30%	
Semester Final 				10%
Participation/Discussion                            10%


		
Scale:
		A: 93-100
		A-: 90-92
		B+: 87-89
		B: 83-86
		B-: 80-82
		C+: 77-79
		C: 73-76
		C-: 70-72
		D+: 67-69
		D: 60-66
		F: 0-59



.



Syllabus Signatures

I hereby understand and agree to the terms of the Literature and Composition & World Studies I/Civics Syllabus.  I promise to do my best to fulfill the course expectations so that I may gain all of the benefits that are possible from this course.  I will strive to attend class regularly, complete all required work, participate in class activities, and I will have respect for my teacher and fellow classmates. 

Student’s name (print):____________________________________________________________

Student’s signature:_______________________________________________________________

I have read this contract with my student and I understand the terms of this contract.  I agree to provide support and assistance at home for my student as needed.  I understand that my signature indicates my approval of texts, works, and procedures that will be used during this course. I understand that I am welcome to contact the teachers at my convenience regarding any concerns or comments.

Parent’s/Guardian’s name (print):_____________________________________________________________

Parent’s/Guardian’s signature:________________________________________________________________

*	*	*
Parent(s)/Guardian(s) - In getting to know your student, we would like your input, as your perspective is an integral part of your child’s education.  Please include your contact information so we know the best ways to get in touch with you.  Thank you very much for your time.

Best number to call: 	Mother/Guardian ____________________	Father/Guardian _______________________
E-mail:	    Mother/Guardian_____________________________________________
E-mail:    Father/Guardian______________________________________________
1.  What are some of your child’s personality traits?  (Likes, dislikes, habits, etc.)


	



2.  What are your child’s areas of strength?







3.  What are your child’s areas of growth (issues which may need to be addressed this year)?
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